AMERICANS   ALL
millionaire. In other words, he became a Horatio Alger
hero. He came late, as most Scandinavians did. Their
two great tides of immigration flowed very late into the
American Melting Pot—in the fifties and then in the
eighties—&nd they were hewing out homesteads as
pioneers in the North-west three centuries later than
we did on the Atlantic seaboard.1
In 1900 Swan Turnblad, who had helped his father
build their first pioneer shelter of logs and branches in
the forest below Minneapolis scarcely thirty years
before, began construction on the " castle " which my
new friends were now showing me.
They were watching my reactions, which were prin-
cipally wonder. We stood at the foot of the great stair-
1 It Is agreed in all histories that the first Scandinavian " immi-
grants " came with Leif Ericsson to " Vinland " (probably Massa-
chusetts) long before Columbus, but nobody knows how many
came with him, how long they stayed, or whether the Kensington
Rune Stone is a monumental hoax or a real proof that some of
them stayed and wandered west. It was dug up by a farmer named
Olaf Ohman in Douglas County, Minnesota, and purports to prove
that some did in the year 1362. If they did they disappeared com-
pletely. Three centuries later the first colonists came to Delaware,
but it was-.not until 1845 that the real immigration movement
began, mostly into the North-west, and at first very slowly. It
jumped in me eighteen-fifties and -sixties, reached its peaks in
1880 and 1900, after which it took a dive, and has now practically
ceased. The 1930 census figures show a total Scandinavian stock
in America of 3,191,943 souls, giving Sweden a million and a half
plus, Norway a million plus, Denmark half a million plus, and
the Finns less than a hundred thousand. But these statistics do not
give the complete picture, since there are no figures which can
.show.how many Americans of mixed racial background to-day
h#ve a fBTedommantly Scandinavian strain in them. One might
add a million or more to the grand total of Americans who are
lialf Scandinavian, and two millions perhaps of Americans who are
a quarter so. But whether there are six million or eight million
people in America with a strain of " Viking " blood in their veins
is pure guesswork
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